
 The University of Western Ontario 

SOCIOLOGY 9021A-001 

Qualitative Research Methods  

Fall 2020-2021  

Tuesdays 1:30-4:30, ONLINE 

Instructor: Prof. Laura Huey 

Office Hours: please contact me by email  
Department of Sociology, Office: SSC  5213 

Email:  lhuey@uwo.ca 

Course Description  

This course provides students with an overview of several of the main types of qualitative research 

methods as well as the epistemological issues that distinguish qualitative from quantitative methods. It 

also considers ethical issues, data analysis and management challenges that are associated with 

qualitative research.  

Learning Outcomes 

Students will develop new and more detailed knowledge and perspectives on qualitative research. 

Including:  

1. Enhanced knowledge of qualitative research methods, their strengths and limitations; 

2. An improved understanding of how to utilize different types of qualitative research methods to 

answer different types of research questions; 

3. An improved ability to evaluate qualitative research based on methodological considerations. 

Required Text(s)  

None. Students will select their own readings.  

Attendance 
 
This is an asynchronous course, meaning there is no regularly scheduled online class time. I will be 
scheduling monthly meetings through Microsoft Teams for students to discuss work, ask questions, 
share ideas, and so on. Given the possibility of technological and other issues, attendance will be 
option and not mandatory. You are, however, STRONGLY advised to attend the course introduction. 
Meeting information will be distributed through OWL in advance of the meeting, so please check your 
emails. 
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Evaluation 

 
Weekly reading assignment (10 marks each reading; final Dec 8):                 60 marks  
Outstanding questions (due Nov 17):                                                              10 marks 
Comment (due Dec 8):                                                                                    30 marks 
 
Weekly Reading Assignment: 
 
Over the course of the semester, I would like you to select 6 readings related to the theme of one of the 
selected course topics (ie. interviewing, ethnography, etc). You can pick any reading you like, as long 
as it relates to course content and does not duplicate a method you have previously written on. 
What I would like you to do is to critically reflect on the paper, applying the ideas/concepts/knowledge 
you have derived from the relevant week’s taped lecture. What I’m asking you to focus on in your 
selection is: 
 

- appropriateness of topic ‘fit’  
- quality of the publication (don’t google stuff on the internet),  
- whether it highlights a novel or interesting issue and originality (if you all hand in the same 

article, I will mark accordingly)  
- AND whether it constitutes QUALITY qualitative research (methodologically rigorous, ethically 

sound, valid).    
 
You will be asked to do an one-page(singe spaced) summary review of the article, including discussion 
of why you think it fits the topic, its relative degree of importance in the research literature, whether it 
highlights a novel or original problem/issue, and what we can learn from it. Any strengths and/or 
limitations can also be identified. AND, again, you are expected to be able to relate it to some 
ideas/concepts, etc. learned from the taped lecture.  
 
Comment on what you have learned:   
 
On or before the December 8th class, you will be expected to turn in (by email) a 6-8 page comment 
piece in relation to two of the techniques you have learned in this class. What I’m looking for is to see: 
1. Detailed knowledge of a technique (including references to concepts, ideas, papers and/or 
discussions from class – this is your chance to show what you learned); 2. The applicability of each 
method to different types of research questions, and; 3. Their respective strengths and limitations. As 
always, I encourage creativity. You can structure the format of the assignment any way you choose – 
from being a straight essay to using pictures or other modes of communication to being a fake 
television script. Qualitative research is creative, so feel free to be creative.  
 
What do you still want to know more about?  
 
There is only so much time in a semester to cover everything and too often a student comes with an 
interest in a particular method or topic needing an approach but doesn’t get the opportunity to explore 
this within the course. THIS IS YOUR CHANCE. What I’m looking for is an one page question or set of 
questions (your choice) that you want me to try to tackle in a special taped podcast just for this 
purpose. If I CAN answer it, I will. If I can’t, I’ll try to point people to appropriate resources. I require your 
questions no later than November 17th.  
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 Overview 
 

Course Introduction – September 15th Microsoft Teams meeting 
 

Getting started 
 
Rethinking qualitative research 
 
Ethics 
 

Creating/using data 
 

Ethnography I 
 
Ethnography II 
 
October 13th Microsoft Teams meeting to go over material, answer questions, etc. 
 
Interviewing  
  
Visual research 
 
Content analysis 
 
Participatory Action Research 
 
November 10th Microsoft Teams meeting to go over material, answer questions, etc. 
 

Historical Sociology 
 
Systematic Social Observation/Systematic Reviews 
 
 

Data Analysis/Wrapping up 
 
Coding data 
 

Answering your outstanding questions 
 
December 8th Microsoft Teams meeting to go over material, answer questions, etc. 
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Important Policies 

Policies for Assignment Deadlines: 

Have all of your assignments turned in by December 6th. Assignments will not be accepted after this date without 

notification from Academic Counselling that you  have provided written documentation of a valid reason as to 

why you are unable to complete your work during the term. 

A Note on Plagiarism: 

Students must write their assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea from another author, 

they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing 

such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major scholastic offence (the Scholastic Offence Policy can be 

viewed in the Western Academic Calendar).  

Plagiarism Checking: 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism 

detection software under license to the University for detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such 

checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism 

of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently 

between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (www.turnitin.com).  

Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness  

Western’s policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness can be found at 

www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf.  

Students must see the Academic Counsellor and submit all required documentation in order to be approved for 

certain accommodation: http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/medical_accommodation.html 

Accessibility Options:  

Please contact the course instructor if you require material in an alternate format or if you require any other 

arrangements to make this course more accessible to you. You may also wish to contact Services for Students 

with Disabilities (SSD) at 519 661-2111 x 82147 for any specific question regarding an accommodation. 

Information regarding accommodation of exams is available on the Registrar’s website: 

www.registrar.uwo.ca/examinations/accommodated_exams.html 

Scholastic Offences  

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the 

definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following web site: 

www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

Mental Health 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

(http://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/index.html) for a complete list of options how to obtain help. 

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/medical_accommodation.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/examinations/accommodated_exams.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/index.html

