
The University of Western Ontario 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

SOCIOLOGY 2259 201:  THE SOCIOLOGY OF DEVIANCE 
2021-2022 

 
GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE 

Professor:  Kim Ashby 
Phone:  661-2111 ext. 87177 
Office: 5417 SSC 
E-Mail:  kim.ashby@uwo.ca  
Class Times & Rooms:  Synchronous Zoom 
(September- December); In-class (January- April) 
Mondays 9:30 – 11:30, Wednesdays 9:30 – 10:30  
Office Hours: By appointment.  
TA:  
E-Mail:  
OWL: http://owl.uwo.ca   

What does it mean to be a member, to be excluded? What are the forces at play in 
determining who is considered to be deviant and who is considered to be normal, and 
why? This course will examine the various sociological theories and debates regarding 
conformity and deviation, as well as certain key contemporary issues. We will place our 
emphasis on "informal modes of social control", such as normative structures and 
labeling processes, as well as examining some aspects of "formal social control", such 
as ideology and moral entrepreneurship. 

Individuals are categorized as ‘normal’ or ‘deviant’ on the basis of many attributes. For 
the purposes of this course, the social construction of class, age, race, gender and 
physical and mental "ability" will serve as themes around which to examine various 
aspects of deviance.   

Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to be reflective about how they 
participate in social deviance, both as conformists and deviants, and to be critical of the 
social construction of normative orders. Critical engagement with the understanding of 
how social categories are created and maintained will be further developed through a 
self-reflective “stigma” paper. 

mailto:kim.ashby@uwo.ca
http://owl.uwo.ca/


Prerequisite(s): One of Sociology 1020, 1021E, 1025A/B, 1026A/B, 1027A/B. 

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from 
your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted 
from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to 
your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the 
necessary prerequisites.  

Assessment 

Assignment (Oct 29) ..........................................   15% 
Test (Jan 17)  ....................................................   25% 
Stigma Paper (Feb 9).........................................   25% 
Final Examination  .............................................   35% 
 100% 

Learning Outcomes 

The successful student will be able to: 
1. Restate and explain all of the sociological theories related to deviance. 
2. Critically discuss and apply said theories to cases of deviance. 
3. Analyze the components of the ‘objective’ criteria of deviance and the ‘social typing 
process’ and how both apply to a given situation. 
4. Identify, understand and apply Goffman’s ‘Stigma’ concepts to their own case and 
other presented situations. 
5. These outcomes will be assessed in multiple choice exams, primarily. 

Required Texts 

Bereska, Tami. 
2018 Deviance, Conformity, and Social Control in Canada. 5th ed. Toronto: 
Pearson 

Goffman, Erving. 
1963 Stigma:  Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity.  New York: Simon 

and Schuster. 

https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-
search?campus=UWO&term=W2021&courses%5B0%5D=201_UW/SOC2259  

No ebook for Stigma 

Students can buy a print copy of Deviance after they’ve purchased the digital copy. Any 
details can be asked from Sarah at Pearson.  

 

In addition, there will be assigned readings placed on the OWL homepage in two 
folders (Course Readings tab - “CR”, Extra Readings - “ER” in Course Content). 

http://sociology.uwo.ca/undergraduate/courses/index.html#1027
https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2021&courses%5B0%5D=201_UW/SOC2259
https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2021&courses%5B0%5D=201_UW/SOC2259


Accessing the Class Homepage via OWL  

Much of the material for this course has been placed on the class homepage 
established on OWL and students are expected to log in to their OWL account (and the 
class homepage) during the first week of class in order to insure that everything is 
working properly. The homepage for this course will contain a number of different 
folders that will contain things like the course outline, lecture overheads, reference 
works, readings, and grades, etc. If you have trouble configuring your computer, please 
contact WTS immediately, either by phone (661-3800) or Service Desk ticket. 

Scantron Exams 

Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams will be subject to submission for 
similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns 
that may indicate cheating. 

Grades and Grading 

Grades (except the final year-end mark) will be posted to the OWL site as they become 
available. This website also gives the criteria that the TA will use to assign a grade to 
the essay.  

Sociology courses at the 2100 and 2200 
• “A”s not to exceed “B”s 
• Means in the range of 67-72% 

Films  

All films listed in the syllabus are to be watched by students as part of their homework, 
in preparation for designated class lectures. All films are uploaded under the “Video” tab 
in OWL. Films will be part of testing material. 

Missed Exams and Late Assignments 

Make-up exams will be granted with approved documentation only. If you have a conflict 
with one of the exam dates, it is your responsibility to discuss it with the Academic 
Counseling office at least one week before the regularly scheduled exam and provide 
documentation of the conflict. If approved, you will be allowed to schedule a make-up 
exam. If you miss an exam date or the due date for an assignment due to illness or for 
any other unforeseen reason, you must provide notification of and documentation for 
the reasons for your circumstances to your Academic Counselor within 48 hours. If your 
problem is medical in nature, you should be seen by your doctor on the date of the 
exam or on the date the assignment is due. If your Academic Counselor agrees that 
your reasons are legitimate and are supported by your medical doctor’s documentation, 
you will be allowed to write a makeup exam or hand in your assignment at a later date. 

THE FINAL EXAMINATION WILL BE TWO HOURS LONG AND WILL COVER THE 
WHOLE YEAR WITH EMPHASIS ON THE LAST SECTION. IT WILL BE HELD 
DURING THE FINAL APRIL EXAMINATION PERIOD. 

https://jira.uwo.ca/plugins/servlet/desk/portal/2/create/31


Assignment 

Students will be sent a picture of a person, event or situation on October 15th. An 
analysis of the picture will apply each of the following models and their components to 
an explanation of the picture detailing the relevance of the model, its components, and 
why: 

Hagan’s Typology (4 levels) 

Types of Deviance (4) 

Objectivism (4 Criteria) 

Subjectivism (Social Typing process, Power, Moral Entrepreneurs) 

A student’s paper and picture will be uploaded to the Assignment folder in OWL on 
Friday, October 29, by 5pm. 

For every day, or portion thereof, that your assignment is late, 5 marks will be deducted 
from your grade. 

Stigma Paper 

This case analysis of one’s own “stigma” drawing on the concepts developed by 
Goffman will be submitted on Wednesday, February 9, 2022, to the Assignment folder 
in OWL, by 11am.  

For every day, or portion thereof, that your essay is late, 5 marks will be deducted from 
your essay grade. Examples: if your grade is 75% and the essay is one day late, the 
grade will be reduced to 70%, if two days late, it will be reduced to 65%, etc.  

Format 

Use APA style in referencing your sources. This means that you should: 
(1) use the author-date-page format to cite works in the body of your text - example:  

The type of stigma I have is a tribal stigma as I belong to the Duckbill sect 
(Goffman, 1963, p.2).  

(2) provide an alphabetized bibliography of all cited works at the end of your essay.  
Goffman, E. (1963). Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled 
Identity. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster. 

Plagiarism 

Senate regulations require that the following be on this course outline: “Students must 
write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an 
idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or 
citations. Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 
appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.  

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


Turnitin.com 
The University of Western Ontario subscribes to Turnitin.com, an online company that 
evaluates essays for plagiarism. Once your essay is complete, submit it to Turnitin by 
going into the “Essay” folder on the OWL course home page, hit the “Turnitin” icon (a 
computer), then follow the instructions.   

Your paper must be uploaded on or before the due date for your essay. Your uploaded 
file must include (1) a title page giving your name, (2) the text itself and (3) the 
bibliography for your essay, all in one document. 

Course Requirements 
Uploading to Turnitin is a course requirement and no grade will be recorded for an 
essay until uploading is verified. 

Senate regulations require that students be made aware of the following: "All required 
papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted will be included as source documents in the reference database for 
the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to licensing agreement, currently between the University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).  

Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness  

Western’s policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness can be found at 
www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf.  

Students must see the Academic Counsellor and submit all required documentation in 
order to be approved for certain accommodation: 
https://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/academic_consideration.html 

Accessibility Options:  

Please contact the course instructor if you require material in an alternate format or if 
you require any other arrangements to make this course more accessible to you. You 
may also wish to contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) at 519 661-2111 
x 82147 for any specific question regarding an accommodation. Information regarding 
accommodation of exams is available on the Registrar’s website: 
www.registrar.uwo.ca/examinations/accommodated_exams.html 

Scholastic Offences  

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 
appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
the following web site: 
www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

Mental Health 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental 
Health@Western (http://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/index.html) for a complete list of 
options how to obtain help. 

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/academic_consideration.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/examinations/accommodated_exams.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/index.html


Email  

Every student has been assigned a UWO email address by the Registrar’s office. If you 
have not as yet activated that account, you should do so immediately. The ITS desk on 
the second floor of the Natural Science Building can help you with questions about your 
account. 

Every so often, Professor Ashby will be sending out mass emails to the class and you 
are responsible for any information (about exams, your grade, missed assignments, 
etc.) in those emails. This means that you are expected to check your UWO account at 
least once a week. 

If you have your UWO mail forwarded to another account (Hotmail, Yahoo, etc), it is 
your responsibility to insure that messages do not bounce back because your disk 
quota is full.  

If you have any questions about the course, the quickest way to have them answered is 
to contact Professor Ashby via email. If at all possible, each message will be answered 
within 2 working days. Please check this syllabus or the course homepage on OWL 
before writing to see if the information you want is posted there.  

Because an active UWO email account is needed to access OWL, and because the use 
of OWL is such an important part of this course, only questions sent using your UWO 
account will receive an answer. When you email, always state in the “Subject” line: 
Soc 2259 200 in order for Professor Ashby to determine about what class you are 
speaking. 
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